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Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of an incredibly busy first half term, I wanted to first of all thank you all for your support. As
I have said previously, I feel incredibly proud to be the Headteacher of Brookwood Primary School and look forward to the next half term and beyond with excitement. As mentioned in last week's newsletter, now I have been
able to fully immerse myself in Brookwood School this half term, I look forward to sharing with you over the coming months how we will further develop our wonderful school.
Harvest Assembly
The children celebrated Harvest this week with a range of Harvest songs, paintings and poetry during our assembly
which they delivered with confidence - well done everyone!
Y1 entrance and exit from school
We are constantly reviewing our procedures for the start and the end of the day. With this in mind, from next half
term, Y1 will be coming in each morning and leaving at the end of the day through the Y1 classroom door and not
through the well-being hub. We hope this will help with any of the current congestion issues and we thank you for
your patience.

Behaviour and rewards
While the behaviour of children at Brookwood is good, we believe that it is important to promote a positive and
consistent message regarding behaviour management at all times- ‘Good to be Green’ is a means of promoting our
high expectations of positive behaviour and is the system we will be using across the school after the half term
(replacing 'Going for Gold'). The scheme is very visual, with child friendly resources which allow our pupils to easily
see how they are doing in class and if a child has had a bad day, they can start afresh the following day. Every child
starts their day on a positive note with a green card displayed in their pocket of the Class Chart. If they are still on
Green by the end of the day, the child is awarded a House Point. Our behaviour policy is currently being reviewed
and updated in line with this scheme which is used successfully in and recommended by a number of schools and
will be shared with families in full once agreed. I will be talking to all of the children about Good to be Green and
our reward systems moving forward in our first assembly following the half term break, as will the teachers in their
year groups.
From next half term in our Celebration Assembly each Friday, children will receive the following awards:
-Values certificates - these will clearly state the value they have shown and how they displayed this
-Star of the week - the children chosen (one per class each week) will receive a star certificate to take home and a
golden star with their name will be added to a new display board outside the hall (stars will come home each term)
with the reason they have 'shone'. This could be due to excellent attitude to learning, an exceptional piece of work
or behaviour.
- Golden Tea - held each half term, one child per class (YR-Y6) will be chosen by the class teacher for having consistently demonstrated excellent behaviour and attitude. They will then come to a gold themed tea with myself during
Celebration Assembly. For this half term only, children's names were chosen based on golden trophy tokens which
have been phased out with our Going for Gold scheme. As there were so many entries, the remaining children will
receive extra playtime which will be organised after half term.
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- New house tokens have been purchased and will be used regularly aside from in sports activities - termly we will
reveal the house with the highest number of tokens and the cup will be presented to the house captain and vice
captain (a reward for the whole house will then follow).
- Attendance bear/trophy - each week the class with the highest attendance will be given the honour of displaying
the attendance bear (YR/KS1) or trophy (KS2) in their classroom and this will be celebrated in our newsletter.

Where permissions have been given for first name only (and initial of surname where children share the same first
name) and year group to be published in our newsletter, these will be included in the dedicated celebration page
from next half term.
As you know we held our first "Meet the SLT" meeting last Friday (14th October) and I promised to share a summary of some of the key areas that we discussed:
1. Religious Education Curriculum - at Brookwood we follow the Surrey Agreed Syllabus which provides children with age-appropriate opportunities to understand the cultural beliefs of others, building tolerance and
respect. This syllabus is currently under review and the new syllabus will be implemented from September
2023 (schools continue to use the current document until this time). There was discussion around the 'Open
the Book' assemblies, which have been delivered by Holy Trinity Church colleagues for a number of years at
Brookwood. These assemblies will be ending this half term and our assembly structure thereafter will be as
follows:
•
•

•
•
•

Monday - Two assemblies (one for Key Stage 1, one for Key Stage 2) led by me with a focus on
our school values
Tuesday - Either: whole school assemblies with a focus on a local, national or global event that
is taking place within the calendar; or class-based assemblies focusing on philosophy-based and ageappropriate key questions.
Wednesday - Singing assembly
Thursday - Class-based assemblies using SCARF PSHE assembly resources to complement the current
unit of work taking place in PSHE lessons across the school.
Friday - Celebration assembly with a focus on our values, star of the week, attendance and house
points. Every half term, there will also be confirmation of our Golden Tea participants; and the house
cup will be awarded termly.

2. School teaching days - a question was raised about the term dates, and also the number of teaching days
within the school calendar. A response was given to this prior to the meeting by Yola Wilkins (SBM), referring
back to our term date consultation in late 2020 and explaining that the pattern of dates is now set by the
Bourne Education Trust. Parents also queried access to childcare for the forthcoming half term and it was confrmed that NS Sports are running a playscheme at Sythwood for both weeks and this offer is extended to
Brookwood parents. Information about this has already been circulated to parents, and is attached again to the
newsletter this time. In terms of future plans, we are hoping to run similar playschemes within the grounds at
Brookwood, subject to local interest.
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3. Relationships with parents/community - post-pandemic, we intend to reinvigorate our wider school events,
a number of which have been planned with FOBS. We are constantly reviewing our communication processes
between parents and staff and welcome feedback on this. We are aware that there are some inconsistencies
with the use of Seesaw in different year groups and this has been addressed with staff. Some parents felt that
the initial communications this term from the school had lacked positivity. We have explained that unfortunately there are some things that we have been required to communicate during those first newsletters, such
as penalty notices and polite reminders regarding dogs and scooters on-site, but that moving forward, we aim
to focus once again on celebrating successes. There will be a page dedicated to the children within future
newsletters, including recognition of the rewards received in our Celebration assemblies. Looking ahead to the
summer term, my aim is to ensure that this is used to ensure clear and consistent information to families regarding events for the following year, incorporating early opportunities to 'meet the teacher' and
earlier information regarding residentials and payment plans.
4. Vision for the school - the School Development Plan for this academic year can be found on our website for
you to review here: Brookwood Primary School - School Development Plan. With regards to future plans, our
first priority is to create the new website which will provide families and members of the community with concise and easily accessible information regarding the school. We are actively working on the content for this and
will update you once we have confirmation of our "go live" date. Once this is in place, the following plans are
also in place for the future: we will then look at . Further to this,
•
Review our current newsletter format and consider how this can be further developed
•
Review the current uniform for Key Stage 2 children as part of their school transition (this will of
course be carefully reviewed in light of the current cost of living crisis and our commitment to ensure
that our uniform continues to be affordable);
•
Reinstate class and house names (this will be in collaboration with all of the children represented by
the appointed School Council members for each year group - elections and further information next
half term).
5. School trips for this academic year - as referenced in our newsletter last week, we are reviewing these with
consideration of the current cost of living crisis at the forefront. Staff are currently researching alternative experiences for the children and these will be communicated once costed and confirmed.
6. Swimming lessons - Horsell Junior School has been booked for Key Stage 2 swimming lessons for May 2023
and further information regarding this will be shared in due course.
7..LSA deployment - Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) are each year allocated to a particular class or key
stage. As we have new staff in post this year, we have been updating our staff photographs and these will
be added to the website along with details of the year group(s) to which they are assigned. When the website
is redesigned, the staff information will be further enhanced.
8. School choir - our Music lead, Miss Lafone, is currently reviewing opportunities and events for school
choir participation and further information will be communicated when we have it.

9. Sports curriculum for the year ahead - we are fortunate to have a close working relationship with NS Sports
who provide the children with a range of sports activities to develop their skills and knowledge across each
academic year. There will also be inter-schools events for the children to compete in such as tag rugby, football and netball and we will look to increase these as opportunities arise.

Brookwood Primary News
Friday 21st October 2022

Issue 7

10. Breakfast Club - we want to provide our families with a consistent and daily before-school provision,
open to all ages. You will have seen recently we consulted with families on proposals for a new club and
we are currently reviewing the feedback. More information on this will follow after half term. We were also
asked about childcare vouchers and whether these could be used - this would be very much up to the individual external provider and would need to be discussed with them but was included in the consultation as a
question to establish which voucher providers were already accessed by our parents. Following on from this,
we also discussed increasing our range of clubs available to families to enhance the extra-curricular offer we are currently exploring Tae Kwon Do and Lego club providers.
11. Homework expectations - these will be clarified in our homework policy once updated. Homework
should be provided to families each week and, dependent on the year group, will largely involve developing
reading skills (and reading for pleasure), spellings/phonics, and times tables as core.
12. Exceeding expectations - we work closely with the class teachers to regularly review each child's progress and ensure they are reaching their potential by providing the appropriate scaffolding or challenge as
required. Involvement with such initiatives as A.I.M High Maths and English days in Upper Key Stage 2 have
also enthused and motivated our children. As a school we constantly review our curriculum offer and
through staff training, further develop staff knowledge and expertise, as well as the resources available to
support our children to be the very best they can be.
13. Equality, diversity and inclusion - parental concerns were raised about the development in this area
both at a school and Trust level as it does not seem to be moving forwards. This continues to be a key priority for both the Trust and the school. The Trust has set out a strategy for 2022-2025 which is available on
their website, along with a progress report for 2021-22 and improvement priorities for 2022-23. This is
available here: Equality, diversity and inclusion - Bourne Education Trust. At a school level, we will be working closely with our lead governor for EDI, and with other colleagues, to further develop our local response
in line with the Trust's overarching vision and will share more information with you over the forthcoming
weeks and months.
Further questions were raised about Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) and the use of our well-being
hub. These will be addressed separately with individual parents, along with Mrs Ryder (our SENCO) and Mrs Swan
(our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Pastoral and Family Outreach Worker).
There were several excellent suggestions from the group which will be further explored including:
•
Introduction of a SEND parents' coffee morning with a guest speaker
•
As wellbeing, mental health and SEND needs are such a key topic at the moment, look at fundraising
via the Friends of Brookwood School (FOBS) with this as a key focus.
I hope this gives you a flavour of the range of areas discussed, and I hope to see some of you at our next "Meet the
SLT" event next half term (date to follow).
I hope you all have a restful and safe half term break and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 7th November.
Wendy Thomas
Headteacher
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Safeguarding
This week in Year R Miss Swan spoke to the children about PANTS with the help of the NSPCC friendly dinosaur Pantosaurus. Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep children safe from sexual abuse. You can find more details on the NSPCC website Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC

After half term the whole school will be taking part in Speak out Stay safe, which aims to help children understand
abuse in all it’s forms and ensure they know how to access support from a trusted adult or Childline, if they need.
What do I do if I am worried about a child’s welfare over half term?
If you have concerns for a child, you can report these to Surrey Children’s SPA (C-SPA) by calling 0300 470 9100
(Monday-Friday 9am-5pm) or 01483 517898 (out of hours). Email cspa@surreycc.gov.uk
If you believe a child is at risk of immediate harm, please call 999.
You can also find more information on our school website under Safeguarding.

You are invited to attend a

Service of Remembrance - Sunday 13th November 2022 at 10.45am
Brookwood Military Cemetery
During the Service, children join in by laying the school wreath. Children should find Mrs Thomas and Miss Swan
near the Commonwealth Remembrance Stone in the cemetery between 10.20-10.30am. The Service will begin at
10.45am – so please be prompt.
Children need to wear full school uniform and a warm coat (if needed). sturdy shoes would be sensible because
it is often wet underfoot. Children will be seated with Mrs Thomas and Mrs Swan at our designated area – with
parents standing close-by in the public viewing area.
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Remembrance Week

School Meals

On Wednesday 9th November in the afternoon, KS2 will
be visiting Brookwood Military Cemetery as part of our
reflection period for Remembrance week. In previous
years, this has been a successful visit that has played a
key part in contextualising ‘Remembrance’ for children
at the school and provides an insight to Brookwood’s
significance during reflection at this time of year. This

All children in Reception through to Year 2 are entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM)
which are provided via government funding. If you
choose for your child to have a school meal please do
not send them in with a packed lunch.

is a free educational visit, all we ask is that children bring coats as we can't predict the weather!

Medical Conditions
If your child has any medical conditions that we are not
already aware of, please contact the school office so
that we can update our records accordingly. Please
either email us at office@brookwood.surrey.sch.uk
or call us on 01483 473315.
Autumn Term - PE Days Timetable
Year R: Wednesday
Year 1: Friday
Year 2: Wednesday
Year 3: Thursday
Year 4: Friday
Year 5: Thursday
Year 6: Thursday

From Year 3 to Year 6 school meals cost £2.60 per day
payable on Scopay in advance.
If you wish your child to change from packed lunches
to school dinners, or vice versa, we require a week’s
notice in writing. If you have any questions please
email us at office@brookwood.surrey.sch.uk
The menu for the Autumn term can be found on the
school website under the Our School section and
School Meals.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please remember that we are a NO NUTS school.
This includes peanut butter/ nutella sandwiches.
Please make sure that your child does not bring any
snacks into school that contain nuts of any kind. We
have some children in school with severe nut allergies. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
Covid Guidance

Contact Details
A reminder to please let the school office know if any of
your contact details change. If you move house,
change your telephone or mobile number, or change
your email address, we need to know about it please,
so that we can update our contact records. Please
email the office with any changes to
office@brookwood.surrey.sch.uk

The school is following the NHS guidance as set out
via this link: What to do if you have coronavirus
(COVID-19) or symptoms of COVID-19 - NHS
(www.nhs.uk)
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Golden Tea Party
Today we held our first Golden Tea party! The children
really enjoyed their special treat.
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House Captains
This week House Captain elections took place. We were incredibly proud of all the children who stood up and
gave a speech and would like to congratulate the children who were successful.
Red

Blue

Green
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Autumn Term
Monday 24th October to Friday 4th November — Half Term
Wednesday 9th November — FOBS Coffee Afternoon at 2.00pm
Friday 18th November — Open Classrooms from 3.15-4.00pm
Thursday 1st December — Flu Immunisations (All Year Groups)
Friday 9th December — FOBS Christmas Fair from 3.15-5.15pm
Tuesday 13th December — Christmas Pantomime (All Year Groups)
Friday 16th December — End of Term
Spring Term
Tuesday 3rd January — Start of Term
Monday 13th to Friday 17th February — Half Term
Thursday 30th March — End of Term
Friday 31st March — Inset Day
Summer Term
Monday 17th April — Start of Term
Wednesday 19th to Friday 21st April — Years 3 & 4 Henley Fort Residential
Monday 1st May — Bank Holiday
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th May — KS2 Swimming Week
Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June — Half Term
Monday 3rd to Wednesday 5th July — Years 5 & 6 Thames Young Mariners Residential
Friday 14th July — End of Term
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Community Activities and Resources
Woking Family Centre — will be running a 4 week Parenting Puzzle Programme for Parents and Carers with children. This tried and tested programme can help families deal with challenges of a family life.
The course covers:
• Recognising feelings behind behaviours
• Different approaches to discipline
• Co-operation and self-discipline
• The importance of looking after ourselves.

Venue: Woking Family Centre -Sythwood Bungalow, Sythwood, Woking GU21 3AX
Date: Monday 7th November – Monday 5th December 2022
•
•
•
•

Monday 7th November 2022
Monday 14th November 2022
Monday 21st November 2022
Monday 5th December 2022

Time: 19:00 – 21:00pm
Surrey Adult Learning - Family Learning
You can still enrol on courses starting in October and November. We have plenty of courses to help support you
and your family. Please see the available courses and workshops below:
Helping your child manage anxiety
Exploring behaviour strategies
Developing children's self-esteem
Building children's resilience
Cooking and baking
English for parents/carers as an additional language
Applying for a primary school
Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are currently unable to work directly in schools and other community venues and
our courses have transferred online via Zoom.
Further information on all Surrey Adult Learning courses is available at www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning and
you can find other information in the latest bulletin Family Learning Bulletin 30
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Community Activities and Resources (cont...)
Free Online Guides for Families in Surrey
Bringing up children is a lot of fun but can also have its challenges and understanding your child’s emotional development can help to support your relationship and your child’s behaviour.
Families living in Surrey can get access to FREE online guides that include top tips from childcare, education and
NHS health experts.
•

Understanding your pregnancy, labour, birth and your baby

•

Understanding your baby

•

Understanding your child 0-19 years

•

Understanding your teenager's brain

•

Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!)

•

Understanding your child with additional needs

The guides are available in other languages including Urdu, Chinese and Polish. Register for free using the code
‘ACORN’ by visiting the Children and Family Health Surrey website: www.childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/services/
free-online-guides-families

•

‘Be Your Best’ - A free service for Surrey families with children aged 0 = 12 who are above the healthy weight
range

•

Perform – Over the October half-term, Perform's very own West End Show Magical Merlin will be running
at The Fortune Theatre in Covent Garden. Based on the legend of King Arthur, with a spellbinding mix of
magic, songs and dancing, and uplifting themes of friendship and self-belief, Magical Merlin is a heartwarming musical that's perfect for KS1 & KS2 students and their families. For further information click this
link: Magical Merlin | Perform

•

Redz Performing Academy — Have you ever wanted to Perform⁉ Redz are looking for new enthusiastic performers between 7 - 15yrs to take part in this year’s Pantomime. Rehearsals are from 5-7pm and start on
the 26th September at the Jubilee Building
for more information about how to take part in the Redz Pantomime please message margaret.newman112@mod.gov.uk or just turn up on Mondays

•

Surrey Adult Learning: Cookery Courses for Parents - Free courses for parents and carers of children aged 4
to 11 years

Further information on these items can be found on the school website under the News and Events section in
Community Activities and Resources. We are not recommending any of the companies, services or events listed
above. It is up to individual parents to make their own enquiries.

Brookwood Primary News

